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been able or willing to obey the directions I gave
you, obey me now that I am with you to con-
duct my work in person. Let no one contradict
me, for in cases like this we need the aid of hand
and hearing, not of advice." When I had uttered
these words, a certain Maestro Alessandro Las-
tricati broke silence and said: "Look out, Ben*
venuto, you are going to attempt an enterprise
which the laws of art do not sanction, and which
cannot succeed," I turned upon him with such
fury and so full of mischief, that he and all the
rest of them exclaimed with one voice: "On
then! Give orders! We will obey your least com-
mands, so long as life is left in us." I believe
they spoke thus feelingly because they thought I
must fall shortly dead upon the ground. I went
immediately to inspect the furnace, and found
that the metal was all curdled; an accident
which we express by "being caked." * I told two
of the hands to cross the road, and fetch from
the house of the butcher Capretta a load of young
oak-wood, which had lain dry for above a year;
this wood had been previously offered me by
Madame Ginevra, wife of the said Capretta. So
soon as the first armfuls arrived, I began to fill
the grate beneath the furnace.t Now oak-wood
of that kind heats more powerfully than any sort

* Essersi fatto un migllacclo.

fThe Italian is bracdaluola, a pit below the grat-
ing, which receives the ashes from the furnace*